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The Bible: BetterthanTV

Help your children get the real stories
SUSIE LLOYD

he Bible is the greatest story ever told, and I'm not just
saying that because I'm supposed to. Nothing beats
it for drama. It is the story of the world from the first
“In the beginning” to the last “Amen,” with all kinds of
wild and crazy stuff in between.

I first discovered the Bible when
I'was akid. My parents had a fair-
ly huge picture Bible. The peo-
ple and animals looked real, not
like Precious Moments figurines.
The stories were not dumbed
down either. That was why I
couldn’t put it down. Well,
actually, I couldn’t pick it
up in the first place. I used
to lie on the floor and
page through it. It was
like watching TV, only
better because the sto-
ries in it were true.

Every kid should
know the Bible. I've read
its stories to my own kids
for years — with one hic-
cup. Years ago, friends of ours,
who were catechists, put on a
Catechism quiz game. Imagine
my dismay when I discovered
that my then-five-year-old had
never even heard of Adam and
Eve. She was my fifth child, and
I had just never gotten to it. Er,
when you are a busy parent, life
gets away from you sometimes.

So every night when I tucked
her into bed, I would tell her a
Bible story. It always began the
same way. “Once upon a time,
thisis atrue story...” She was all
ears. So were the other kids. One

by one they would make their
way into her small bedroom,
crowd onto her bed, and listen —

Imagine my dismay
when | discovered that
my then-five-year-old
had never even heard of
Adam and Eve.

completely rapt. Kids supposed-
ly fall asleep during bedtime sto-
ries, but not this crew. Or should
I say, not these bedtime stories.
AsIbegan, the older ones would

try to figure out which story
I was telling. “Oh, I love this
one!” Then they started making
requests. “Tell the one about
the guy whose brothers sold
him into slavery.” “Tell the one
about the guy who pretended to
be his hairy brother to get their
father’s inheritance.” When 1
would finish, they would clamor
for more.

One perk of telling the kids
Bible stories over the years was
that I learned them too. Yes, I
knew many of them already, but
there were others that I had not
heard. Or if I had heard them, I
had not understood them. Or if
I had understood them, I now
understood them in a much
deeper way. The Bible is
like that. Not only does it
have thousands of pages,

it has thousands of layers
of meaning. Each sto-
ry with all its details fits
into the one, overarching
story. It is a story of love.

“Inthebeginning” God
created us because he
loved us and wanted us to
be with him. We disgraced
ourselves and hid from God,
but he sought us out and prom-
ised us a Savior. Thus began the
centuries-long, often painful,
sometimes crazy, always dra-
matic waiting period. Then one
day, in a small stable in a backwa-
ter town called Bethlehem, the
Savior finally came.

And the rest is history.
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Wall Calendars
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LOYOLAPRESS.

A JESUIT MINISTRY

Build Catholic Identity with Jesus
the Teacher and Mary, Our Mother

Loyola Learning Tools™ foster faith and form disciples.

At home, in the classroom, and at Mass, the plush figures of Jesus the Teacher and
Mary, Our Mother introduce children of all ages to prayer and lessons of faith. Carefully

constructed of soft, quiet fabrics to provide a sense of security and focus, these plush
figures will help children connect with Jesus and Mary.

For a limited time, these plush figures can be purchased at

an introductory rate when you use promo code 4983.

Jesus the Teacher: Individual | 4460-0 | $24-95 $20.00
Jesus the Teacher: 10-pack | 4546-6 | $175.00

Mary, Our Mother: Individual | 1348-5 | $24-95 $20.00
Mary, Our Mother: 10-pack | 4706-4 | $175.00

/N WARNING: CHOKING HAZARD - Small Parts. Not for children under 3 years.

To order visit www.loyolapress.com
or call 800.621.1008.

Use promo code 4983 to receive this special offer. Offer expires 9/28/2018.
Shipping and handling are additional.



