
Department:

What’s Your Catholic IQ?

Tag:

A Self-Assessment for Your Fun and 
Enlightenment

Author:

DAVID O’BRIEN

40  CATECHIST  November/December 2016

‘Tis the Season  BY DAVID O’BRIEN

This quiz can help you, your students, and your students’ families review what you 
know about our Catholic faith. Check your answers against the answer key on page 43. 

1 		   is the 
first season on the 
Church calendar. 
a) Lent  b) Advent  c) Easter  
d) Christmas      

2 The readings 
at Mass for the first 
weeks of Advent focus 
on Jesus’ second coming and 
the judgment of the world.   
True | False

3 Advent lasts 		  .     
a) for 40 days  b) until the Christmas sales 
end  c) until the groundhog appears  d) four 
weeks

4 “O Come, O Come Emman-
uel, and ransom captive 		 .” 
a) Israel  b) Pokémon  c) hostages  d) pris-
oners

5  Jesus’ cousin’s name is � .
a) Joseph  b) Myron  c) John the Baptist  
d) George

6 When the Virgin Mary 
announced that she was preg-
nant, everyone was happy.
True | False  

7 Mary was 
the mother  
of 	 .   
a) John the Baptist  
b) God but not Je-
sus  c) God  d) Jesus 
but not God     

8 Mary was a teenager 
when the angel told 

her she would be the 
mother of God’s son. 
True | False   

9 When John bap-
tized people, he was in 

the 		   river 
(Matthew 3:6).
a) Mississippi  b) Amazon  c) Nile  d) Jordan

10 When will the king-
dom of God begin?
a) when Jesus returns  b) when Mary 
conceived Jesus in her womb  
c) when people stop sinning  
d) the end of the world

11 Christmas cele-
brates 		  .   
a) the beginning of Lent  
b) Christ’s resurrection  c) the 
birth of Christ  d) the arrival of Santa

12 St. Francis was there when 
Jesus was born.  True | False   

13 Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
are members of the Holy	 . 
a) Name Society  b) Club  c) Trinity  d) Family  

14 The Magi who vis-
ited the newborn Jesus 

were 		    
(Matthew 2:1-12).
a) wise men from the East  b) types 

of bugs  c) young magicians  d) from 
the town of Magiopolis   

15 Christmas 
lights are a symbol of Jesus,  
who is the “	
 of the world” (John 8:12).
a) Rudolph’s nose  b) light  c) sun   
d) flashlight 

16 The word crèche means � .
a) “candy canes” in Russian  b) “jump like a 
French ballet dancer”  c) “crush” in French  
d) “a representation of the Nativity scene”   

17 Mary and Joseph traveled 
from Nazareth to 		  , 

even though Mary was nine 
months pregnant.

a) Jerusalem  b) Bethlehem  
c) Rome  d) Egypt

18  It was snowing 
when Jesus was born 

on the first Christmas.
True | False   

19  The Feast of the Annun-
ciation celebrates		  .
a) the angel’s announcement to Mary that 
she would be Jesus’ mother  b) the birth 
of Jesus  c) Jesus’ graduation from college  
d) when Jesus told Pontius Pilate that he 
was God 

20 Joseph found a fancy 
hotel for Mary to rest in 
before she went to the hospi-
tal to deliver the baby Jesus.
True | False    

David O’Brien, MDiv, MA, is the Faith 
Formation Director at St. Timothy 
Church in Florida. He teaches the-
ology at St. Leo University and is 

author of There’s a Beer in My Handbag: Unusual 
Thoughts about Everyday Faith.

The story of Santa Claus was created only to sell toys.  True | False 

For more Catholic IQ and to find the answer to the What’s Your Catholic IQ? Bonus Question, go to Catechist.com. PH
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Blessed as Living Witnesses

BREAKOUT SESSIONS  
ON CATECHESIS INCLUDE
• Engaging Parents in Faith Formation: Rethinking HOW We Do WHAT We 

Do to “Build Parental Capacity”
• Using Scripture in Catechesis
• Catechist Formation: The Debt We Owe
• Bringing Sacrament Preparation to Life!
• The Spirituality of  the Catechist: An Experience of  Faith through Word 

and Ritual
• For the Life of  the World: Catechesis that Forms Missionary Disciples
• The Imaginative Catechist
• Twelve Things We Need to do NOW to Radically Change the Way We do 

Faith Formation
• Love Made Visible:  Encountering Christ in the Sacraments
• Why God Doesn’t Send E-Mails―It’s All About the Tone!
• The Time is Now!  Early Investment in Faith Formation Lasts a Lifetime
• Forming Families of  Faith in Action: Catholic Social Teaching and the 

Domestic Church
• When Does Catechesis Evangelize? 
• Rediscovering the Journey: The Catechumenate Inspires all Catechesis

       ... Plus a keynote and breakouts in Spanish all day Saturday

CO-SPONSORED BY 
Association of  Catholic Publishers and 
Archdiocese of  Baltimore

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS INCLUDE
Archbishop Wilton Gregory 
Sr. Regina Marie Gorman, OCD
Dr. Hosffman Ospino
Bishop Michael Byrnes

Explore this rich and powerful theme at the 
2017 Mid-Atlantic Congress

February 16-18, 2017 at the Hilton Baltimore Hotel

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR 
WAYS TO RENEW YOUR 

PARISH?

We have four ways for you to explore ideas 
on how to renew the life of  your parish.

1Explore four programs on parish 
renewal and evangelization like 
Intentional Discipleship from Sherry 

Waddell at the Siena Institute and 
ChristLife during Thursday morning’s 
Showcases from 8:30-11:30 a.m.

2Build a stronger, more vibrant 
RCIA process by participating in the 
RCIA intensive, Friday-Saturday, 

Feb. 17-18, with Jerry Galipeau and 
Mary Birmingham from World Library 
Publications.

3Learn best practices on improving 
parish engagement at the parish 
intensive on Friday, Feb. 17, 2017, 

offered by Our Sunday Visitor.

4Improve the multicultural 
competence of  your parish ministers 
by sending a leadership group to 

Building Intercultural Competence for 
Ministers training by U.S. Conference 
of  Catholic Bishops’ staff on Thursday-
Friday, Feb. 16-17, 2017.

COSTS
• Early-bird registration: $160 (through November 15, 2016)
• Regular registration (from Nov. 16, 2016-Jan. 15, 2017): $185
• Thursday’s Showcases: $20 per person
• Thursday or Friday single-day registration: $75 per day
• Thursday & Friday registration: $135
• Saturday single-day only: $40 (includes 3 rounds of  breakouts,  

closing keynote, exhibits, and lunch)
REGISTER NOW!

www.MidAtlanticCongress.org
Use the code “CATECHIST17” to 

enter drawing for free registration!


