(((((Classroom Seder Guide(((((
Lighting of the Festival Candles

Leader: Invite students to quiet themselves, then light both candles and pray: Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the Universe. We honor the sacredness of life and praise you as we light these candles. 
Blessing the Day

Leader: Invite all to hold their cups and to repeat this prayer after you:
Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the Universe, who creates the fruit of the vine. We thank you, God, for the gift of festivals and for this day when we recall the Exodus from Egypt.
Invite students to take a sip of juice.
Ritual Hand Washing

Carefully pass around the bowl of water and hand towel so that each person can wash and dry his/her hands.

Dipping Parsley

Leader: Direct students to take a piece of parsley and dip it in salt water and taste it and then explain:
The parsley is a sign of the new life that spring brings. The salt water reminds us of the tears the Jewish people shed during their slavery in Egypt.

Telling the Story of Passover

Narrator: A Pharaoh rose up in Egypt. He did not know of the good deeds of the Israelite people. He made the Jews his slaves. Their lives were hard. Their masters treated them cruelly. Yet, they never lost hope in God. 

First Reader: Why is this night different from all other nights? Why do we eat only unleavened bread on this night?

Leader: Tonight we remember that God set our Jewish ancestors free and led them out of Egypt with a mighty hand.

Narrator: God sent Moses to command Pharaoh to free the slaves. Pharaoh hardened his heart and refused to let the Jewish people go. God sent the Ten Plagues to convince Pharaoh to change his mind. We remember those plagues now.
Have students place small drops of juice onto their plates as they echo the name of each plague.

All: Blood. Frogs. Vermin. Beasts. Cattle Disease. Boils. Hail. Locusts. Darkness. The Slaying of the Firstborn.

Leader: The juice represents the wine that Jewish families share at a Seder. By giving up a drop of wine in memory of each plague, they show compassion for the Egyptians, who suffered greatly.

Narrator: Point to the lamb shankbone or hold it up and explain: 

The lamb shankbone reminds us that God commanded the Jewish people to slaughter a lamb and to smear its blood on their doorposts. On the night the Jews were freed from slavery, the angel of death passed over the houses that were marked with the blood of lambs. All over Egypt, the firstborn child in every home died except those who lived in marked houses. After the slaying of the firstborn, Pharaoh set our Jewish brothers and sisters free. The Jews left Egypt in such haste that there was no time for their dough to rise, so they ate flat bread called matzoh. 

All: Praise the name of the Lord!

I know that the Lord is great,

our Lord is greater than all gods.
Whatever the Lord wishes


he does in heaven and on earth,


in the seas and in all the deeps.

He raises storm clouds from the end of the earth,


makes lightning and rain,


brings forth wind from the storehouse.

He struck down Egypt’s firstborn,


human and beast alike,

And sent signs and portents again you, Egypt,


against Pharaoh and all his servants.

Blessed from Zion be the Lord,


who dwells in Jerusalem!


Hallelujah!



—Psalm 135:1, 5-9, 21
Blessing of the Matzoh

Leader: Give everyone a piece of matzoh and pray the following prayer:
Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the Universe. You bring forth bread from the earth.
Everyone eats a small piece of matzoh.

Second Reader: Why do we eat matzoh on this night?

Leader: Matzoh is unleavened bread. We eat it to remember that on the night God freed our ancestors, they could not wait for their bread to rise. 

Third Reader: Why do we eat horseradish and charoses (ha-ROW-seez) on this night?

Leader: We eat this herb to remember the bitterness of living in slavery. We eat the sweet mixture of apples, cinnamon, (nuts) and juice to remind us of the mortar the Israelite slaves used to make bricks.
Everyone dips pieces of matzoh in the horseradish and the charoses mixtures and tastes it.

Fourth Reader: Why on this night do we sit on pillows as we eat our meal?

Leader: Pillows are a sign of comfort. No longer slaves, our Jewish ancestors give thanks to God for the freedom to live and eat together in comfort.
Have students repeat the following prayer after you:
Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the Universe; we give you thanks for the gift of freedom.

Hold up the egg and explain: The egg is a sign of renewal and hope. At Passover, our Jewish ancestors remember all that God has done for them. They renew their faith in the Lord by telling the story of Passover. They also express their hope in God’s love and care for them.
Pass around the plate of sliced hard-boiled eggs. Have each student take and eat one slice. 

Have students hold up their cups and repeat the following prayer after you:
Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the Universe, who creates the fruit of the vine. May we always give thanks and praise for your love and care.
Have everyone finish drinking the juice in their cups. Then explain that the Seder ends with grace before the family shares a big meal. Explain that you will conclude your Seder by remembering all the people in the world today who are not free.

Leader: For those people who are forced to work without being paid a fair wage, we pray.

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: For prisoners everywhere, we pray.

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: For those who are slaves to drugs and alcohol, we pray.

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Invite students to add their own petitions. 

Closing Prayer

Leader: Invite students to repeat this prayer after you: 
You are my God, I give you thanks;

my God, I offer you praise.

Give thanks to the Lord, who is good,

whose love endures forever. Amen.

—Adapted from Psalm 118:1
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