Complete-A-Project Bible Search: The Transfiguration of Jesus
Rosa deeply missed her son, André, who was killed in a car accident.

She missed his hearty, “Hi, Mom, wha’s up?” every time he sauntered into the kitchen after basketball practice. She missed his gentle playfulness with the baby. She even missed his favorite pranks. Every Christmas morning and Easter morning, he would grab his trumpet and wake up the whole family with reveille.

When her son died, Rosa lost a big piece of her heart.

One Sunday as Father John preached about the Transfiguration of Jesus, Rosa thought about how glorious it must have been to see Jesus shine with an otherworldly light. Now, in her sorrow, she would give anything for a sign as powerful as that—a sign that André was safe with God.
Rosa believed her son was safe with God, but she wanted a sign. She began glancing around the church at all the statues and the stained glass windows, all the while silently praying, “Please, God, give me a sign.”
Rosa closed her eyes, then opened them again. Nothing was different. Nothing in the church shone with an otherworldly light. By the time her attention returned to Father’s sermon, he was finished. “And let’s remember the words of our Heavenly Father: ‘This is my beloved Son. Listen to him.’”

Listen to him. The words echoed in Rosa’s mind. “Okay, God. I was foolish to ask,” she silently prayed. “I’ll stop looking and start listening for Jesus—but please, please let me hear something that helps.” She then reflected again on the day’s Gospel about the Transfiguration: Matthew 17:1-9.
After six days Jesus took _________, James, and John his brother, and led them up a ________ mountain by themselves. And he was ________________ before them; his ________ shone like the sun and his ___________ became white as light. And behold, _________ and __________ appeared to them, conversing with him. Then Peter said to Jesus in reply, “________, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three _________ here, one for _______, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he was still speaking, behold, a bright _________ cast a shadow over them, then from the cloud came a _________ that said, “This is my beloved _______, with whom I am well pleased; __________  ______  _______.” When the disciples heard this, they fell _____________ and were very much __________. But Jesus came and ___________ them, saying, “________, and do not be afraid.” And when the _____________ raised their eyes, they saw no one else but _________ alone.
As they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus charged them, “Do not tell the __________ to anyone until the _______  ______  _______ has been raised from the dead.” 

Late that night, Rosa sat in her favorite chair, once again unable to sleep. She picked up her Bible and read the Gospel again and paid attention to what God said: “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” Then she read words she heard from the Second Reading at Mass that day: “…bear your share of hardship for the gospel with the strength that comes from God” (2 Timothy 1:8-10). 

Rosa thought about where she had heard Jesus in recent weeks and how God had strengthened her. She recalled her joy and peace in receiving the Eucharist at Mass. She recalled how one of her friends had said that André was probably keeping everyone in heaven awake with his trumpet playing. Rosa smiled and went to bed—and slept soundly for the first time in weeks. When she awoke the next morning, she prayed in gratitude:

“Thank you, God. I did listen to your beloved Son, Jesus, as you tell us in the story of the Transfiguration. Yesterday I heard him speak peace and comfort when I received him in the Eucharist. I heard him later when I read the Bible. I heard him comfort me in the words that my friend spoke about André playing his trumpet in heaven. I find peace in listening to your beloved Son. Thank you!”
The Gospel about the Transfiguration inspired Rosa to listen to God’s beloved Son, Jesus, in whom she found comfort. 
